340           Johnson's letter to Macpherson.      [A.D. 17
' I am now engaged, but in a little time I hope to do all y would have.    My compliments to Madam and Veronica. (I am,-Sir,
' Your most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' ' February 7,1775.'
What words were used by Mr. Macpherson in his lett to the venerable Sage, I have never heard ; but they are ge erally said to have been of a nature very different from t language of literary contest. Dr. Johnson's answer appear in the newspapers of the day, and has since been frequent re-published; but not with perfect accuracy. I give it dictated to me by himself, written down in his presence, ai authenticated by a note in his own hand-writing,' This, think, is a trite copy1.1
'Mr. JAMES MACPHERSON,
' I received your foolish and impudent letter. Any violen offered me I shall do my best to repel; and what I cannot do \ myself, the law shall do for me. I hope I shall never be deterr from detecting what I think a cheat, by the menaces of a ruffian
' What would you have me retract ?    I thought your book imposture; I think it an imposture still.    For this opinion I ha given my reasons to the publick, which I here dare you to refu Your rage I defy.    Your abilities, since your Homer2, are not
1 I have deposited it in the British Museum. BOSWELL. Mr. Cunningham says:—' Of all the MSS. which Boswell says he had < posited in the British Museum, only the copy of the letter to Lc Chesterfield has been found, and that was not deposited by him, t after his death," pursuant to the intentions of the late James B. well, Esq."' Croker's Boswell, p. 430. The original letter to Mi pherson was sold in Mr. Pocock's collection in 1875. It fetched £ almost five times as much as Johnson was paid for his London. differs from the copy, if we can trust the auctioneer's catalogue, win the following passage is quoted:—' Mr. James Macpherson, I receh your foolish and impudent note. Whatever insult is offered me will do my best to repel, and what I cannot do for myself the 1 shall do for me. I will not desist from detecting what I thinl< cheat from any fear of the menaces of a Ruffian.'
3 In the Gent. Mag. for 1773, p. 192, is announced: ' The Iliad
formidablllection. BOSWKLL. Lord Shelburne said : ' Like the generality of Scotch, Lord Mansfield had no regard to truth whatever.' Fitzmaurice's Shelburne, i. 89.
